Minutes for

Town of Hanson 

Board of Health Meeting

 Tuesday, March 4, 2014


Meeting Start Time: 6:30 pm

Place: 
2nd floor Hearing room


Hanson Town Hall, 542 Liberty Street, Hanson, MA 02341

Having a quorum, Mr. Amado called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Present: Chairman Amado, Mr. McSweeney, Mr. Edgehille, Ms. Tramontana & Ms. Cocio

REVIEW OF AGENDA
Read and sign all mail, permits, warrants and expense vouchers.
6:30 Appointment with Dean Anderson – Betterment Loan

NEW BUSINESS

I. New Business:
1. Discuss Board of Health meeting schedule. The next meetings were scheduled for Tuesday, April 8, 2014 at 6:30pm and Tuesday, May 13, 2014 at 6:30pm.
2. Dean Anderson came before the Board to discuss his betterment loan.  He again asked who is responsible for the betterment loan program.  He was told by Pam Truesdell at DEP that the BOH was responsible.  Mr. McSweeney stated that the Board does not have the right to modify the loan.   It cannot be refinanced.  Mr. Amado stated that the only thing the BOH did was adopt the program.  Mr. McSweeney said he would contact Ms. Truesdell to see if he can get any answers to Mr. Anderson’s questions.  He would let Mr. Anderson know what she said, if anything.  Mr. McSweeney explained to Mr. Anderson that his loan is with the citizens of Hanson and he may in fact have to go before Town Meeting if he is interested in changing something.  Mr. Anderson wants to know who he needs to speak with to renegotiate his betterment loan contract.
3. Adopt Body Art Regulations - Motion to adopt regulations made by Mr. McSweeney, seconded by Mr. Edgehille.  Unanimous 3-0
4. Adopt SAYT  - Removed from Agenda
5. Approve job description for Assistant Health Agent – A motion was made by Mr. McSweeney to adopt the Assistant Health Agent position, seconded by Mr. Edgehille.  Unanimous 3-0
6. Safety Issues at TS – Motion to adopt policy that “No equipment should be left unattended while in operation”, made by Mr. McSweeney, seconded by Mr. Edgehille.  Unanimous 3-0 
a. Employee Picking - Motion to adopt”No employee picking” policy made by Mr. McSweeney, seconded by Mr. Edgehille.  Unanimous 3-0
b. 3rd Parties – Town Administrator Ron San Angelo was present to discuss the need for a policy regarding solicitation at the transfer station.  Mr. San Angelo said that the town’s insurance carrier had been contacted and they stated the insurance company does not have a specific policy regarding third party activities at the transfer station.  However, the insurance carrier takes into consideration what a prudent person would do.  Risky activities will increase the town’s exposure and raise the defense costs.  Common sense should be followed when allowing third party activities.  

Mr. San Angelo also noted that staff at the transfer station is required to wear safety vests.  Once PAYT is instituted on July1, 2014, it is expected that traffic at the transfer station will increase.  He does not want the Town to be held responsible should someone be seriously injured at the transfer station.  Mr. San Angelo is open to working with the Board to draw up some guidelines but he would like to revisit the guidelines when PAYT is instituted and put something more definitive in place.  Mr. McSweeney noted that there is a long standing tradition in allowing groups to conduct business at the transfer station and he would be hesitant to change that.  Mr. San Angelo does not think the role of the transfer station is as a meeting/socializing area.  It is the BOH’s responsibility to ensure the safety of everyone at the transfer station and Mr. San Angelo stated that he thinks it is an accident waiting to happen.  He does not think it is prudent to allow 3rd parties access to solicit anything at the transfer station.  
Resident Betty Dahlberg was present and wanted to know if the Town Administrator had checked with other towns in the area to see if they allowed 3rd parties at the transfer station.  He stated that he had not.  Ms. Dahlberg stated that she has the right to assemble.  Mr. McSweeney asked Ms. Dahlberg if she would be opposed to having guidelines set for the transfer station.   Ms. Dahlberg said she has no objection. Chairman Amado agrees that there has been some congestion at the transfer station.  But he is not prepared to vote on the topic tonight.  Mr. Edgehille said that the transfer station has a set area for petitioners and that he did not think it was the Boards intention to eliminate the area.  Mr. San Angelo just wants the Board to look at some reasonable guidelines so make sure it is safe for everyone.  Resident Mark Vess suggested that lowering the speed limit within the transfer station would help with safety and that people need to be responsible to police themselves and stay in any designated area.  Chairman Amado reiterated that this discussion is solely based on safety and has no political motive.  Mr. McSweeney explained the need for guidelines is not for those that follow the rules, it is for those that don’t.  The employees at the transfer station need written guidelines to rely on when rules are not being followed.  
II. Old/Unfinished business:
1. S.S. R.C. Contract Renewal - Tabled
III. Old/Unfinished Business:
IV. Any business that has come in since this agenda was posted:
1. Resident at 73 Leon Court contacted BOH about illegal disposal of a television on her street.  She would like to obtain a trip ticket at no cost to remove the television.  The Board asked the Health Agent to contact the Highway Department regarding the removal.
2. The members of the Board were reminded to complete their Conflict of Interest training and submit the certificates.

V. Update from staff on any business since the last Board of Health meeting
VI. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn meeting made by Mr. Amado, Unanimous 3-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.
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